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through a chain which is identical up to 1724. The Ortho-
dox hold that before the great schism of 1054, notwith-
standing the growing pretensions of the Bishop of Rome to
supremacy, the four patriarchs of the East had remained
independent of the patriarch of the West, as well as of
each other. This independence was naturally accentuated
by the great schism. Accordingly they maintain that the
split of 1724 was caused by the desertion of such members
of the Orthodox Church as yielded to the unlawful claims
of the Roman See. The Greek Catholics declare that from
the rise of the church to the middle of the ninth century, the
entire Greek communion was perfectly Catholic, acknowl-
edging the pope as its head. The schismatic movement
which began with Photios in 848, which culminated in the
definite schism of 1054, and which continued to persist,
notwithstanding the attempted reconciliation at the Coun-
cil of Florence in 1439, at no period prevented many in-
dividuals in the Orthodox Church from acknowledging
their allegiance to Rome. Thus there has always been a
distinctly Catholic party in the See of Antioch, which from
time to time has included even patriarchs among its num-
bers. The open submission of Cyril VI to the pope was
but the official acknowledgment of a claim which had ever
been valid, but which had been denied for many centuries
by the Patriarchate of Antioch as a whole. Thus from
the Greek Catholic point of view the schism of 1724 effected
the restoration to Rome of the ancient church founded at
Antioch by Saint Peter.
By this assumption the Greek Catholics claim a unique
position among the Uniat bodies. They regard the Syrian
Catholic and Maronite Patriarchs of Antioch as possessing
merely courtesy titles. "National dignitaries, recognized
as such by Rome/* so a learned Greek Catholic archi-
mandrite described them in a recent conversation. This
contention has doubtless been responsible for the conserva-
tism shown by the sect in refusing to adopt most of those
Western customs which in late times the Maronites have
so easily assimilated, although the Maronite Church was
not only purely Eastern in origin, but continued to remain

